


What are the keys to an effective fresh cow program?
· Good nutrition 

· Careful monitoring 

· Proper diagnosis 

· Early intervention 

· Fast, effective treatment 


What are the payoffs?
· Reduced postpartum infection 

· Fewer secondary diseases like ketosis and health conditions like DAs 

· Fewer culls 

· Lower veterinary drug costs 

· Increased milk production 

· Better reproduction 

· Increased revenue 
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Fresh cows represent the greatest income potential for dairy operations. But fresh cows are fragile cows. Just when they’re ramping up to hit peak milk production, they’re also at the greatest risk of getting sick or crashing. That’s why a good fresh cow management program is critical to the success–and profitability–of your dairy. Because when fresh cows are kept healthy and comfortable, you’ll benefit from increased performance and revenue.
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When fresh cows get sick, dairies start to lose money. Veterinary services, treatment costs, milk production losses, increased culling, high replacement costs and prolonged days open can add up to thousands of dollars in lost income. In fact, nearly 30% of all involuntary culls occur in the first 60 days in milk.

METRITIS = REDUCED DRY MATTER INTAKE = LOST MILK PRODUCTION




At a time when dry matter intake (DMI) is critical to meet the demands of lactation, sick cows are going off-feed. 

A University of Illinois study shows cows suffering from retained placenta/metritis had between four and 14 pounds lower dry matter intake per animal than healthy cows. Milk production also fell. Performance was similar until the third to fourth postpartum day, but sick cows faltered after that. 
Their production never caught up to healthy herd mates in the 20-day evaluation period. Temping cows for 10 days is a key indicator to predict the onset of metritis.
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A good fresh cow management program includes early diagnosis of problems and early intervention through good observation and daily temperature monitoring for 10 days after calving.

Click here to learn more about the key elements of a good fresh cow program.

See how a good fresh cow program can make financial sense to your dairy. The Peak Milk Production Worksheet can help you set goals, and model the revenue impact of implementing a good fresh cow management program.

Order our free fresh cow tracking book online.

Treat metritis in fresh cows with Excenel RTU and get effective treatment while enjoying the benefits of a 0 milk discard antibiotic, including improved milk safety and reduction of the negative effects of pen movements and hospital pen commingling associated with the use of an antibiotic that requires milk withhold. Learn more...

Top of Form

[image: image15.png]




Early diagnosis and treatment are key to preventing serious fresh cow health problems and avoiding economic losses. Depending on your veterinarian’s advice, a fresh cow management program will likely include the following:

· Daily temperature monitoring for 10 days 

· Observing the cow's attitude, determining whether or not she is eating and watching for signs of subclinical milk fever 

· Evaluating uterine discharge for color and odor 

· Listening to heart, lung and rumen sounds with a stethoscope 

· Checking both sides of the cow for a right or left displaced abomasum (RDA or LDA) 

· Checking ears to see if they are cold and clammy 

· Checking for nasal discharges and rapid respiratory rates 

· Evaluating manure quality 


GETTING STARTED

As you work with your veterinarian to set up a fresh cow program that fits the needs of your dairy, here are a few basic elements to cover:

· Allocate fresh-pen space exclusively for fresh cows and stock it no more than 80-85% of total stocking density 

· Avoid moving fresh cows in and out of the hospital pen 

· Develop a protocol/decision tree and stick to it 

· Invest in training for employees who will be managing the fresh cow program and allow the employees to stay in the fresh pen until their job is finished 

· Keep daily records on individual cow assessments (including temperatures) and treatments 

Once a fresh cow program is established, the results are so apparent that most veterinarians see very few clients go off it. Among the benefits most often cited are: higher peak milk among fresh cows; fewer cases of clinical disease and fresh cow crashes; lower veterinary costs for drugs and surgeries; and a dramatic reduction in involuntary culling. 

A recommended fresh cow monitoring protocol, utilizing 10-day temperature monitoring, is outlined below.
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Listed below is the complete prescribing information for EXCENEL® RTU Sterile Suspension (ceftiofur hydrochloride).
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   NDC 0009-3504-03
brand of ceftiofur hydrochloride sterile suspension 

For intramuscular and subcutaneous use in cattle and intramuscular use in swine. This product may be used in lactating dairy cattle.

CAUTION: Federal (USA) law restricts this drug to use by or on the order of a licensed veterinarian.

DESCRIPTION
EXCENEL RTU Sterile Suspension is a ready to use formulation that contains the hydrochloride salt of ceftiofur, which is a broad spectrum cephalosporin antibiotic.

Each mL of this ready-to-use sterile suspension contains ceftiofur hydrochloride equivalent to 50 mg ceftiofur, 0.50 mg phospholipon, 1.5 mg sorbitan monooleate, 2.25 mg sterile water for injection, and cottonseed oil.
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CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY
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